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A gymnast’s injury threatens to derail her
MISS TEEN AMERICA 2006 chances,
until her new talent routine saves the day

éfa v (da it vou) n, 1. P
Asolngy, The llusion ot having
already experienced somethiig
actunlly being experienced for
the farst ume. The dage wis July
9. 2006, but i1 the minds eye of Brittany
Mamico; it coudd have been September 14
203, A ulie stood i the I=Eln'lilii;-ﬂ.l.L Jralclang
hands with the bovely T Levine, i
Texas Teen America, she glanced up and
saw Meghan Whitniey Bryun, the then-
reigning Wi Teen A pnserica, waiting o s
which of the two giels wanlid receive the na
piommal croven that she was holding,
Beirmany's iguric Aashicd back fhiee yeam
earliir when she had been crowned s ]n
Teen America by none other than h||;-_||..||
Bryan. Brittamy Treld her hreath until the an-
ricascament came for the s alersans, and
fhen the Gt impacs of the memment hit bex
GBlie had done b She hod sew prned
Megrhan had crowned her amnot again e was

definively » déjt vu moment. This was the
big crowT, Hie one thiat she had becn cvemg
simce plee was 120 years o §d and entered ha
. fipst Tieen Americd state pageant. Mow, ot
bt Tt | chan I"" i ; _ 14, she wes 0 seadoned pro.

Winning wasn't as ¢asy 25 it seemied. The
44 youmng Women woed thie mosT accmn-
plished group of girds at this pageant sys:
rem has seen; |.|'|l: posnt --|:-|..u| at the mop

was i the single digits

Tl ficld |-..-.|'| arrived on s Satueday end
apent @ |1.|r|: oF every -|.I!. |1'..|:x.|'|_.': A==t |

[} n

amees in Mashvlle, The remainder of the
diys Wil EYRNITES WeTE speil in refearzls
H_'.' the enid of the week, fatimoe was selting
in, but the iled cpated rallied for the oo pr
Tirmimary -u|1||w~. By Saturclay, The preho
nngy judpes-had re ndered their decisaon for
thr l|'||'| 1k | |.|'|q.‘|h.|'| Hansen (0OH), Hope
Wisermun (Chesapeake), Sarnh Dinbe Sy
kine (MS), Brittany Monico (RI), Kare
Wendaweroft (DE), Chrissy Caporiscs
[CTY, Nsu Levine (TA) Alexis Wagner
(AT, Cosrtney Cheatham (o),
Sarah DieBouhl (Palmermn Stue).

The semifinalists compete ~d again Ik
Swimstnit, Evening Wiar, Talent wnd sin=

T PrEEANTSY



sl [1t||'r'|.'i‘.!'|'¢' ]H!{(ITI' ||‘I1! |-|||.|3 |-I'I.'L' Wwone

anncancod, Wikl one more question g gpo
before the seeptes was paseed, the renzion
in the Bell-5outh Acuf Theatre mount-
e, Each gmirl answered the same ||'.|-:!:-:Ii.-|:-n.
giwing the judges the spporaumey o see
hsw well each contestant could think on
her feer. After deliberating, the judges had
delivered a cohestve conclusion, Fourch
Altermate went to Wisstssippa, Third Al-
tecmeate to Db, and Second Alierpate m
Arizona, The top two spots belonged 1o
Texaz and Bhade 1stand — appropriacely,
since they hiad become inseparble during
the enorse of the week, wath each wanihmng
victory bor lier new dnend as mucl osshe
wanted it for herself, When the Firsr Al-

T2 PaGEATHY

lerite ]:-c:-:-i‘.iq:-ll wiks dnmiunedct, g oie
Wik |1:|]'-|:li*:|. finr i;liltill:l' than [fea Levine
[t hadn't been all emivoth sailing for Brit

tany, howwever. Hllrln-: rehearsal on the .'I'w

af I|'||' fiaal FI'I'\I:]I:I'II.I:II:Ir'I. COnpETiER, Brit-
Liiky 31 ||'J.LIJ. Jseg lvaed at the bage of e
thieth while mambling. Undaonted, she
meade. the. decision m performn her toutne
wnattered thut cvening, wioch was success-
Fial,, ] she weas all sniles — o o o0 soermed,
An the end of compention that: evening,
Brittany was taken o Vanderhite Children’s
Hospatal, where xerave showed sl haid foe-
tored her hand.

[Tie following evening was the final
cormipretition, and Brtny had o decide
whether to play ir safe and wathedrmw from

STEPPING LP: A Hallize,
il ths o el ol coinlegian
AEMOGSHITE Tar uf-Emeo . aney

I el e lan romgee el

e e s 5 e o bl

I enl Amsien headth
|udkenn aessnn, They o (heioy
It |=HY Al Skl L
Lmpont ks Teat doneeca G
Pedtany Menkon, e

Havenrs Al i, By

the competition or attempr morework T
moaktiee with -.:m.|:|.' a few lours left befor
the shiow |1::;-;.1n. She "F"'"‘I fov g fior at, She
cotvermed Ly vk Teci valkiover manemern
e one-handed stunts
mieant sl war going to-be supparring her
'-'.'I.'i.!;]l.l om her non-donimang hand — apd

il ey bocause i

threw. i some aennls i r\-:rl|'u'r other
stunts. Adfrer her I|||}I:|-L':.~Ci.".'|.' |lL.l|.l||:r|.| IR,
the Anals judges awarded her the firer-place
L7 i thie Talent COHTIPeEtiT T,

The Talent wan for the weel, howeves,
beloneed 1o Saral DeBbil, '.l.'|||l nln per-
formed @ superior grmnnstics routne pep-
pored wath an armay of difficuli strengh
The wwmifinalist Tolent pwnred wenr
t Shirley Zhenge of Dastroct of Coalamiia
for her clegant performance on pian
Sarah Diale Simpiine took home che Inoes
view sward as well as the Miss Congenial-

TTHIVLEE,

ity titde, Swimsait went 1o Arizonn Teen
Alesis Waipiser, while Limdsay Hanson ook
horme- the Evenine Wear award. '
The mood at the s=wd-olt brealklist ws
amxture of plee and gloom, e the voong
wiagritar o paccel to sy posd-ae to the new
fricnds thar they knew they wiould not sec
for o while, For Bomuny Meanico, the gar
den of drewms thas she had been u,irrfnll_l.
cwlervatiog 14 just heginmng o hfossom. Bhy
would emeee the Jo Toen Amesica FPagreani
a few weeks Tarer and help usler i ghe new
Wl Amerco next spring, She has already |
laad 1mwize than 5, 000 ]l||.-.:-|-::a; tikens nf beer in - f
I1'||.' |:Ir!-| thaee weeks of lwer fl':-,i-','ll. ek vl
.-|.'I.‘I1l.| the vear l|:.|'rl:]1'.|.'.: lilll.'ll.||'l|.|.q.|-|.|.L the
cavmtry promnting her platformn, “TIOPE”
wmid 1|_H.':I]l:.llll_r| fin wehoal chrldren om thie im

peelance il ety myvadvement, O
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